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the sense that religious experience does not change a man's mental 
constitution, and hence leaves him in this respect as other men. But 
the reflex working of the object contemplated, viz., God, introduces 
an element into Christian consciousness which is unlike that of the 
chemist, as he studies the phenomena of chemistry, to use the author's 
illustration. The failure of the third presupposition does not invali- 
date the argument of the book, but it does weaken the force of its 
appeal to all those outside the pale of Christian experience. In the 
nature of the case, however, such an argument will appeal most 
powerfully to Christian believers, though also challenging, in the most 
striking way, the attention of others. 

Dr. Foster has made a valuable contribution to the theology of 
Christian experience, and his book, along with that of the late Dr. 
Stearns, forms an excellent foundation for what, it is to be hoped, may 
become an extensive literature of the subject in English. The German 
books on the theme are comparatively few, and, of course, inaccessible 
to the ordinary English reader. 

The chief value of Dr. Foster's book, in the estimation of this 
writer, is as an apologetic, which accurately defines the phenomena of 
Christian experience and shows that these are susceptible of scientific 
treatment. The appeal of Christianity to an age so much in love with 
the philosophy of positivism can be made most powerful only as its 
solidly empirical elements are set forth. These have never been 
doubted by believers themselves, but to define them carefully and to 
bring them under accurate scientific treatment is a long step toward 
securing from scientific men the recognition which Christianity 
demands as a phenomenon of history. 

E. Y. Mullins. 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 



History, Prophecy, and the Monuments ; or, Israel and the Nations. 

By James Frederick McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D. Vol. I, to 
the downfall of Samaria, third edition, revised throughout ; 
Vol. II, to the fall of Nineveh, second edition ; Vol. Ill, 
completing the work. New York : The Macmillan Co., 
1897-1901. Per volume, $3. 

At last this monumental work is completed. The first volume 
appeared in its first edition in 1894. A third and revised edition 
bears the date 1898. The second volume followed in 1896, and a sec- 
ond edition of it was called for in 1897. And now in 1901 we have 
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the concluding volume, long and eagerly awaited, for in it we were 
promised, not only the indispensable index to the whole work, but 
also the author's discussion of the literary history of Israel and the 
treatment of the closing stages of the national life. The revision of 
the first volume has been thoroughly made. A comparison of the first 
edition with the present one shows the correction of errors, modifica- 
tion of many positions now untenable, and the addition of some new 
material. The third volume is divided into three books : Book IX, 
" Hebrews and Egyptians," the reign of Josiah ; Book X, " Hebrews 
and Chaldaeans," the last days of the kingdom of Judah ; Book XI, 
" Hebrews, Chaldaeans and Persians," the exile period, closing with 
the conquest of Babylonia by Cyrus. 

In the first book the most important chapters are two, that which 
deals with " Hebrew Literature," and that which handles " Hebrew 
Religion and Morals " in their relations. Starting with Deuteronomy, 
whose "finding" at the time of the reformation of Josiah had a certain 
measure of " conscientious finesse," as our author says, he develops his 
theory of the way in which Hebrew literature arose and what were 
the contributions to it from period to period. The discussion from 
the point of view of modern study discloses an admirable union of 
conservative views in doubtful matters and of positions commonly 
regarded as "advanced," which is exceedingly interesting and gratify- 
ing. The conservatism appears in ascribing to the pre-Mosaic and 
Mosaic periods a degree of culture and literary attainment which the 
majority of critical scholars can hardly regard as warranted by the 
facts. But it is really a question of the interpretation of facts which 
are not by any means numerous or free from ambiguity. The entire 
rejection of the traditional view of the origin and authorship of the 
Old Testament books and the unquestioning acceptance of the modern 
critical-historical position is seen — to take two illustrations — in the 
attitude toward the Pentateuch, which is unhesitatingly taken from 
Moses and divided up among the various authors and editors, as well 
as in the conclusion reached concerning the Psalms, that "the belief 
in Davidic psalms" is "impossible" (p. 51). These positions seem 
to have been taken only gradually in the course of Professor McCurdy's 
six or more years of work over these volumes, for, to speak for one 
reader at least, the first volume of his work gave very little promise 
that his critical attitude was of this character. The fact is a very sig- 
nificant one, however, that a scholar of Professor McCurdy's type, 
training, and attainment should stand where he does and declare him- 
self with such clearness and positiveness. 
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Space hardly permits more than a reference to the chapter on 
the relation of morals and religion — the first really thoroughgoing 
discussion of the evolution of Hebrew ethics on historical principles. 
And, as for the rest of this rich volume, its delineation of the char- 
acter and work of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the second Isaiah, its por- 
trayal of the exile and its lessons — we can only commend all of it to 
the student as being the fine consummation of the author's splendid 
contribution to the history of God's covenant people — a contribution 
conceived on truly scientific lines, wrought out with admirably con- 
scientious scholarship, and infused with a warm Christian glow of 
feeling. It is a great work, and every student will not only congratu- 
late the author on its completion, but feel deep gratitude for the sub- 
stantial help it gives, and will continue to give, in the knowledge both 
of the Old Testament, of the history of Israel among the nations, and 
of the development of the kingdom of God. 

G. S. G. 



Introduction to the Textual Criticism of the Greek New Testament. 
By Eberhard Nestle, Ph. and Th.D., Maulbronn. Trans- 
lated from the Second Edition by William Edie, B.D., 
King Edward, and edited with a Preface by Allan Menzies, 
D.D. London and New York : Williams & Norgate, 1901. 
Pp. xvi+351. 
In its German form Dr. Nestle's " Introduction " has already been 
noticed in these pages, but it is pleasant to welcome it in an English 
edition. It contains a mass of trustworthy and important information 
about the manuscripts, editions, and criticism of the New Testament 
text, presented in a manner often very entertaining. In its choice and 
arrangement of materials the book is not above criticism. Parts of it 
seem to be designed for popular use ; other parts seem addressed to 
scholars. It is hard to see to which class the catalogues of manuscripts 
will be useful. For example, in the catalogue of cursives, notices 
which say "422-430. In Munich," or "218-225 are in Vienna," or 
" 53 1 - Written in a microscopic hand," and no more, can hardly be 
of interest or use to anyone. One who cared to know anything about 
these manuscripts would certainly wish to know more than these lists 
give. Still, even in these lists there is much that is suggestive. 

Dr. Nestle begins with a most interesting chapter on the history of 
the printed text since 1514, and continues with one on the materials of 
textual criticism — manuscripts, lectionaries, versions, and quotations 



